290 


REVIEWS 


Treatment After Operation. By William Turner, M.S., 
F.R.G.S., Senior Surgeon to the “Dreadnought” Seaman’s 
Hospital Greenwich, etc., and E. Rock Carling, B.S., 
F.R.C.S., Surgeon to the “Dreadnought” Seaman’s Hospital 
Greenwich, etc. Containing a chapter on the Eyes, by L. V. 
Cargile, F.R.C.S., Senior Ophthalmic Surgeon and Lecturer 
on Ophthalmology, King’s College Hospital, etc. Pp. 247; 55 
illustrations. London: University of London Press. 

As is indicated in its preface this work is especially valuable, 
to house surgeons, students, and nurses. The data is obtained 
entirely from the personal experience of the writers and no attempt 
has been made to elaborate theories or modifications of treatment. 

The treatment is begun in the sickroom before operation and the 
patients followed through their convalescence, each symptom and 
sign demanding treatment being taken up and disposed of. In 
many minor points, the procedures used are not altogether approved 
by surgeons at large. Cracked ice for thirst is an atrocious practice. 
Drugs for postoperative vomiting are useless. More stress should be 
laid on the stomach tube. 

Many of the illustrations are exceedingly well chosen, but several 
leave much to be desired in what they are intended to show. 

In conclusion, I would commend the book as a fairly complete 
resume oi after-treatment which will be of wonderful aid to surgeons 
of little experience as the authors state. E. L. E. 


The People’s Medical Guide. By John Grimsiiaw, M.D., B.S. 

(Lond.), D.P.N. (Camb.), M.R.C.S. (Eng.), etc. Pp. 839; 112 

illustrations. New York: Macmillan Co. 

In scope this book is a veritable medical encyclopedia of such 
information as should be at the disposal of the public. 

The sections devoted to the dietetics and hygiene of infancy 
and childhood are excellent in every way; their true import is lost, 
however, unless their relationship to the normal development of 
teeth, digestive tract, bones, and nervous system is appreciated. 
The author contends that a normal adult is an impossibility unless 
preceded by a normal child, and that a normal child is likewise 
impossible unless nature’s laws are understood and followed. The 
onus of the situation thus falls on the parent and doctor to keep 
rather than get the child well. 

Under infectious and contagious diseases the interests of the 
community were kept well to the fore. The public conscience is 
sharply prodded as regards reporting and quarantine as well as 
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regarding measures preventive to the spread of disease not generally 
considered as contagious. 

The portion devoted to surgical conditions should dispel much of 
the present ignorance and dread of surgical procedures as such and 
should leave clearly in mind set conditions in which surgery holds 
the only hope of recovery. 

Such broad questions as eugenics, venereal disease, and cancer 
are thoroughly discussed. 

Much valuable material is found in the final sections on feeding 
and exercise. Not only are these of interest as applicable in dis¬ 
eased states but also in the daily business of keeping a healthy 
body well. 

The author, in so far as the main object of his book is concerned, 
seems to have somewhat overshot the mark. His subtitle reads 
in part, “Points for the Patient, Notes for the Nurse, Matter for 
the Doctor.” That these three types of information are found is 
true. To the doctor and nurse this will not prove confusing, but 
a patient might, at times, trespass on forbidden ground to his 
sorrow. A. A. H. 


The Mosquito: its Relation to Disease and its Extermina¬ 
tion. Alvaii Id. Doty, M.D., formerly Health Officer of the 
Port of New York. Pp. 79; 10 illustrations. New York and 
London: D. Appleton & Company. 

This little book, from the pen of one who is so well qualified 
to speak with authority on this subject, will find many readers. 
Simplicity and clearness, both in the text and illustrations form 
its keynote. This is especially fortunate as the problem of the 
mosquito, as the author insists, is one which can only be success¬ 
fully approached by the united effort of all. A working knowledge 
is here obtainable presented in such a way as to be above the head 
of practically no one. A. A. H. 


The Diseases of the Skin. By Wilmot Evans, M.D., B.S., 
B.Sc., F.R.C.S., Surgeon to the Royal Free Hospital, and Surgeon 
to the Skin Department, Royal Free Hospital; Senior Surgeon 
to the Hospital for Diseases of the Skin, Black Friars. Pp. 375; 
32 illustrations. London: University of London Press. 

The author of this small volume which is intended as an intro¬ 
duction to the study of diseases of the skin, has succeeded remark¬ 
ably well in the always difficult task of combining clearness of 



